
 

 

    

 

The School Administrators Alliance (SAA) is opposed to Assembly Bill 215, relating to education 

about nutrition. 

 

AB 215 requires the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to modify its nutrition education 

standards to include knowledge of the nutritive value of foods and the role of a nutritious diet in 

promoting health.  The bill also requires school boards to change their instruction about nutrition 

to conform to the new DPI nutrition education standards. 

 

Current law requires school boards to provide instruction about the vitamin content of food and 

food and health values of dairy products.  The bill would require that a nutrition education 

component be incorporated into the health education class, which is a requirement for high school 

graduation. 

 

In anticipation of this hearing, I sought input on AB 215 from a broad cross-section of SAA 

members.  I’d like to share with you some of their thoughts on the bill.  As a preface, I would like 

to share that SAA members in general believe that the intent behind the bill – promoting health, 

preventing chronic disease, and battling obesity – is laudable. 

 

First of all, we are unsure of the wisdom of linking Wisconsin’s nutrition education standards to a 

publication of the federal departments of health and human services and agriculture.  If these 

publications change, does that mean our standards, and perhaps even Wisconsin statutes, will have 

to change as well? 

 

Secondly, we understand that the DPI currently has in place a comprehensive process for review 

and revision of our Wisconsin academic standards.  We believe it makes sense for the policy 

experts at DPI, with input from practitioners in the field, to determine which standards need 

revising and which standards are most in need of immediate attention. 

 

Finally, nearly all the SAA members I consulted about this bill recoiled at the creation of a new 

high school graduation requirement in the bill.  They fear that every time we add a mandate 

something else needs to be watered down to meet the mandate.  They believe that local educators 

and local school boards, operating within the broad parameters established by the state and federal  
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government, are in the best position to determine the instructional programming that best meets 

the unique educational needs of the children in their communities.  

 

Our educators in Wisconsin face some enormous challenges in meeting the objectives we have for 

K-12 education.  In a nutshell, I would characterize these primary objectives as follows: 

• To improve student achievement for all students. 

• To close those stubborn achievement gaps. 

• To make sure all Wisconsin students graduate college and career ready. 

 

We currently have lots of statutory requirements directed at schools, some that help schools to 

achieve these objectives and some that don’t.  Every legislative session we see several bills, like 

AB 215, that would create new instructional mandates.  And we all know that there are scores of 

interest groups that believe that schools should be providing children with instruction in many new 

subject areas in order to meet laudable public policy goals.  In short, these proposals, if adopted, 

would lead school districts to take time, money and focus away from their primary objectives. 

 

Finally, I am going to ask a question I have asked the Committee before and will likely ask again.  

Given the very big challenges that we face and the important objectives we are working hard to 

achieve, how would you like Wisconsin public schools to use the precious minutes we have in the 

limited number of instructional days in each school year? 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our views.  If you should have any questions on our thoughts 

on AB 215, please call me at 608-242-1370. 

 


