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January 18, 2018 

Honorable Members of the Committee:  

My name is Tim Schell and I am the Director of Curriculum and Instruction for the Waunakee 

Community School District.  I appreciate your time and efforts in working to separate high 

school based college-level courses from the Early College Credit Program in AB 805. 

Waunakee’s students have the opportunity to participate in a large menu of early post-secondary 

opportunities.  About 40% of our high school students participate in some form of dual credit 

either on-site or off-site and a similar percentage participate in our Advanced Placement (AP) 

courses.  Early post-secondary options have several benefits, including providing students with 

early exposure to college level work, experiences that help students make more informed 

decisions about their future plans, cost-effectiveness for students who plan to continue to college, 

and stronger alignment between high schools and colleges.   

At Waunakee, we offer three courses in partnership with the UW-Oshkosh CAPP program as 

part of our menu of early post-secondary opportunities.  It is these CAPP courses that fall under 

AB 805.  These are: 

French V/French 204 with 24 students for CAPP credit out of 28 total students. 

Spanish V/Spanish 204 with 66 students for CAPP credit out of 76 total students. 

Spanish VI/Spanish 312 with 42 students for CAPP credit out of 51 total students. 

These are regularly scheduled courses during the school day that are part of our course catalog.  

A student can enroll in these World Language courses without registering and paying for college 

credit.  The syllabi are aligned with the UW-Oshkosh courses and our teachers are reviewed and 

selected by UW-Oshkosh as adjuncts and participate in ongoing professional learning.  Our 

school district is responsible for the costs of operating the course with classrooms, teachers, and 

instructional materials.  UW-Oshkosh registers qualified students, provides them with credit on 

successful completion of the course, and maintains program quality alignment with their higher 

education expectations.  Students who wish to obtain college credit and meet criteria register for 

credit at a much reduced rate compared to taking the course at a UW-System campus.  Students 

with financial hardship, our fee waiver students, do not pay for the credit.  The district picks up 

that cost similar to what we do with AP exams for fee waiver students.  

This balance of shared cost responsibility has provided fair value to our students and has been a 

proven model for decades.  However, if these courses are included in the Early College Credit 
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Program we anticipate a cost shift to the district in the range of $45,000-$50,000 annually 

provided we are fully reimbursed under the ECCP DWD grant.  If reimbursement is prorated our 

financial exposure is higher.  This cost shift will require us to re-evaluate our participation in the 

CAPP program and ECCP could have the unintended consequence of reducing student access to 

early college credit.  There are many successful partnerships such as the CAPP and PIE 

programs that are endangered by unintended consequences of the Early College Credit Program.  

AB 805 wisely re-establishes the proven approach to CAPP and other high school based college-

level courses.  Our district encourages you to move forward with AB 805. 

Thank you for your service and your time today.  I am happy to answer any questions you have. 

Timothy C. Schell 

 

 
 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 


