
 

 

    

 

The School Administrators Alliance (SAA) supports Assembly Bill 464 and Senate Bill 407, 

relating to the age a child may attend a four-year-old kindergarten program; and Assembly Bill 

465 and Senate Bill 408, relating to counting pupils enrolled in four-year-old kindergarten.   

 

Numerous studies have shown that improving early learning opportunities, especially for those in 

poverty, will help prepare children for their PK-12 experience, help reduce achievement gaps and 

improve student achievement.  A substantial body of research also indicates that investments in 

early learning yield an extraordinarily high public return on investment.  Nobel Laureate economist 

James Heckman, for example, estimates that every dollar invested in high-quality early learning 

education generates a 7 to 10 percent annual rate of return through higher worker productivity, 

lower education costs, reduced crime and less government assistance.   

 

In Wisconsin, the good news is families now have access to quality 4K programming in over 98 

percent of our school districts.  In our continued advocacy toward a comprehensive early learning 

policy in Wisconsin, the SAA supports increased state funding for the Wisconsin Shares program.  

We also support additional funding for quality improvement under YoungStar to increase the 

number of Wisconsin children in high quality child care and preschool programs. We believe that 

both of the four-year-old kindergarten bills before us today provide us with another step toward 

that larger policy objective. 

  

Under current law, a child is eligible to attend four-year-old kindergarten if the child is four years 

old on September 1st in the year the child proposes to enter school.  AB 464/SB 407 provides that 

a child may attend four-year-old kindergarten if the child turns four years old on or before 

December 31st.  What’s more, the bill also provides that a child may be admitted to the second 

semester of the school year in which the child turns four years old on or before June 30th.  The bill 

also allows school districts currently operating a four-year-old kindergarten program a transition 

period until the 2025-26 school year to make its 4K program available to the additional students 

eligible under the bill. 

 

AB 465/SB 408 changes how a pupil enrolled in a four-year-old kindergarten program is counted 

by a school district for purposes of state aid and revenue limits.  Under current law, a pupil enrolled 
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in a 4K program is counted as 0.5 pupil unless the program provides at least 87.5 additional hours 

of outreach activities, in which case the pupil is counted as one pupil. 

 

The SAA supports the intent of both of these bills: to extend greater early learning opportunities 

to children in Wisconsin.  We thank the authors for bringing them forward.  We urge your support 

of these bills. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our views.  If you should have any questions regarding our 

thoughts on AB 464/SB 407 and AB 465/SB 408, please call me at 608-242-1370. 

 


