
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1, 2020  
 

 

Dear local school district leaders,  
 

I hope all is well in your district as you prepare for what’s set to be an uncertain school year. After 

following the reopening plan development process for each of the sixteen different school districts that 

serve a large number of students from the 2nd Senate District, I’ve been pleased to see how districts 

have engaged with the community to decide how best to start, and hopefully continue, this school year 

by balancing health, child welfare, and education. While many school districts will start the year with 

different plans in place, each has kept the best interests and safety of the children and teachers in mind.  
 

Intrinsically tied with the extra preparation and safety precautions in the reopening plans comes extra 

expenses. During a meeting with leaders from the Howard-Suamico School District and both local 

governments, along with Representatives John Nygren and Dave Steffen and myself at an August 17th 

Legislator Linkage event, these expenses were a topic of discussion. Between the personal protective 

equipment, disinfecting supplies, remote learning technology, physical barriers like Plexiglas, and 

more, expenses that were unanticipated just a few short months ago can take a toll on a school district’s 

budget. While funding from the CARES Act may help to stem the tide with some of the initial 

expenses, as the school year progresses, many of these expenses will also continue.  
 

That’s why, after some discussion among the group, a creative solution was reached that could help to 

ease some of the financial burden for school districts. Under the state’s Coronavirus Relief Fund, which 

is a nearly $2 billion pot of money from the CARES Act for use at the Governor’s discretion to aid 

Wisconsin’s response and recovery efforts, $190 million was allocated for local governments, 

including towns, villages, cities, and counties, to reimburse certain allowable expenses. About $14.6 

million was allocated to local governments at least serving partly inside the 2nd Senate District. In the 

first of three bimonthly reporting periods in early July, only about $587,000 was reimbursed, meaning 

that there is still over $14 million available for reimbursement to local governments in our area.  
 

After the meeting, I spoke with the Department of Administration, which is managing this local 

government reimbursement program known as Routes to Recovery, and confirmed that they would 

allow reimbursement for expenses incurred by local governments to purchase supplies and donate them 

to the local school district. In short, if the local government purchases supplies like personal protective 

equipment, disinfecting supplies, and remote work technology, and donates those supplies to the local 

schools, they’re eligible for full reimbursement from the state for those expenses.  
 

Recently, I joined a call with officials from Howard, Suamico, and the Howard-Suamico School 

District, and they’re working to finalize a voluntary partnership where the Villages will purchase some  

 

https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/COVIDRelief-Investments.aspx
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/LocalGovtsGrants/COVID-Grants.aspx


  

 

supplies for the School District, and the Villages will apply for and receive reimbursements for those 

expenses during one of the final two reporting periods in early September and November. Between 

these two villages, they have over $500,000 allocated that they can seek in reimbursement, and both 

Villages anticipate that even after accounting for their own municipal expenses, they’ll still likely have 

plenty left over. Ultimately, the conversation noted that this is a win-win proposition. Along with this 

letter, we’ve attached an email from the Department of Administration confirming that these 

partnerships would be allowed for reimbursements to the local government.  

 

It’s my hope that, as we enter the 2020-2021 School Year, other school districts in Northeast 

Wisconsin will consider establishing these voluntary and mutually-beneficial partnerships with local 

governments that can help to reduce the expenses to school districts, keep students and teachers safe, 

and reduce COVID-19 spread in the community. If you reach-out to local government leaders in your 

area and either your district or the local government officials have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to reach out to my office at (608) 266-0484 or Sen.Cowles@legis.wisconsin.gov and we’ll be happy to 

assist as best we can.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Senator Rob Cowles  

Proudly Serving Wisconsin’s 2nd Senate District  
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